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Trouble Squad 


Chapter 1. Fight with Pride 


TO SERGEANT “BIG JIM* SCARDEN, OF THE IOrH-GRENADIERS , THE GUAROS 
WERE THE ARMY. OTHER UNITS ONLY EXISTED TO DO THE DONKEY WORK. 











HAVE 
THE LUCKIEST MEN IN THE 
ARMY; ARE SERVING, 
WITH THE GUAROSS 


EVERY MANJACK OF YOU =~ OR YOU'LL, 
DIE IN THE ATTEMPT / 
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[Re Was HARD, EVEN MERCILESS YET THE MEN HE TRAINED RESPECTED HIM. 
Fetes P WHAT THE: 
CK OO YOU MEAN > 


Veutke Nor ALLOWED 
TO BE EXHAUSTED IN 
7 HOI 














SeTunsia: ‘SERGEANT JIM _SCARDEN'S PLATOON WERE AS STi 
TUNISIA SEECE ANT ROUSSE THEN DISCIPLINE HELO THEM ROCK- 





Steace. - = 


© BATTALION HAD THER FIRST TASTE OF BATTLE N THE VOUNTAINS | 
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THER OBJECTIVE WAS THE HILL VILLAGE OF TALIFA AND WHILE THEY WERE 
STILL ONCY HALFWAY UP THE SLOPE, THE GERMANS THREW IN A COUNTER~ 
ATTACK. i. 
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THEN THE GUARDS WERE THROUGH, FIGHTING, 
THER WAY GLEAN INTO THE VILLAGE + 











IT WAS A MURDEROUS AFFAIR, WITH THE GUARDS SHOOTING AND SOMBING. 
THEIR WAY FROM H¢ ‘0 House, x : = 


TOSS_ONE IN 
THERE, SMITHY. THEN 
WE'LL RUSH IT / 











Trouble Squad 
AT THE NORTHERN ENO OF TALIFA, A NEST OF 
SPANDAUS STILL HELD OUT; EXACTING FEARFUL TOLL. 





THEY MUST. BE 
GUARDS / SEE HOW 
ACTALL THEY ARE / 





FOR A TIME THE LEADING GUARDS WERE CHECKED JUST SHORT OF THEIR 
FINAL OBJECTIVE, BIG JIM SCARDEN SET HIS JAW GRIMLY. 


WE WERE TOLD TO CLEAR 
THIS 'STREET~-AND CLEAR IT, 
WE WILL? YOU BLOKES GIVE 

Me COVERING FIRE.. 
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9 





Rg. Bs REGEN. STOLE OUT TO ONE SIDE IN A WIDE CIRCLE _ANO THEN 


ERMAN GUNNERS FROM THE FLANK. HIS TOMMY GUN HAMMERED, 








THIS WAS THE LAST STRONGPOINT OF RESISTANCE. WITHIN MINUTES. Ti 


WHOLE OF THE VILLAGE WAS IN THE GUAROS’ HANGS, GENERAL STOLTZ, THE 
GERMAN CORPS COMMANDER, GAVE URGENT ORDER: 





THE ENGL ANDERS ORVIQUSLY HOLD THE 
ENTIRE VILLAGE WE'VE GOT TO GET 
Francie, CeenARDT! Ir CUTELANKS OUR 
MAIN POSITION. TELL MARCKS TO THROW 
IN HIS PARATROOPS AND BACK THEM 
UP WITH ARMOUR. 


JAWOHL, HERR 
GENERAL? 
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BESS AG Tea ae ES OS 
aay 

SMOTHERED THE VILLAGE IN SMOKE AND SPOUTING DEBRIS. DEAFENED, 
Bae cress Ranta ne wate : 





WE DON’ 267 
WE'RE THE GUARDS ! 





ATTACK WAS THE HEAVIEST LAUNCHED BY THE ENEMY FOR WEEKS 
IND THE TROOPS ON EACH SIDE OF TALIFA WERE OVERWHELMED 





Ze, BA Vs 


BUT THE INDOMITABLE GUARDS HELO OUT / 








Trouble Squad u 
THAT THEY WERE OUT ON A LIM8 REACHED THE ONLY REMAINING 





THE News THAT. 
QUAROS OFFICER AND BROUGHT A SARDONIC SMILE TO HIS GATTLE— 





MINUTES LATER; LOW-FLYING STUKAS CAME INTO MACHINE GUN THE 
STUBBORN DEFENDERS, JUST AS THE PANZERS BREASTED THE SLOPE, 
FOLLOWED BY FILES OF’ TOUGH GERMAN PARATROOPERS . 


DON'T WASTE 
RIFLE FIRE ON , 
THE TANKS, MEN! 
GET THOSE, 
PIATS READY / 
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THE PANZERS GUNS FLAMED ANO THUNDERED, BUT THE ROUGH TERRAIN, 
SLOWED DOWN THE IRON MONSTERS. AS THEY LUMBERED OVER THE MOUNDS 
OF RUBBLE, THE PIAT TEAMS SEIZED THEIR CHANCE - 





wy g re 
R VS Oy Miby 014 
SEBS Nala 





TANICS_ CREW GALEO OUT NTO 
DUS HAIt OF BULLETS - 
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AT THE BRITISH HQ. A RESERVE 
BATTALION WERE SEING RUSHED UP mi 


QuaROS WERE OUT ON THER OWN wrt 


GERMAN PARATROOPERS WOR 


MORTAR SHELLS RAINED ON THE 
BRITISH POSITION AS THE | 
E TROOPS WORI 


Loser: BuogeNv. CIEUTENANT 
WELLS CRUMPLi 


Y UGH! TAKE OVER COMMAND,] 
SERGEANT SCARDEN ! YOU 
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THE CRACK GERMAN TROOPS CLOSED IN AND THE GUARDS SURVIVORS MET 
ENADES. 

















TWO HUNORED YEARS OF TRADITION STOOD FOUR- SQUARE BEHIND THE: 
GUARDS ~- AND THEY DID THE IMPOSSIBLE / EVEN THE WOUNDED FOUND 
STRENGTH TO TAKE THEIR PLACE IN THE THIN KHAKI LINE ENDERS. 
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WHEN HIS THUDDNG TOMMY GUN, HE WAS REACHING FOR ANOTHER 
STOPPED, ITS MAGAZINE EMPTY, BiG, | | WEAPON WHEN A BULLET SMASHED 
MIM FLUNG THE WEAPON INA GERMAN'S | INTO HIS THIGH. HE PITCHED 

MAN STAGGERED BACK FORWARD, WRITHING IN AGONY... 
AND THE SERGEA PT FORWA 
HIS BIG FISTS SWINGING 








‘BUT EVEN rs 
AND, WITH, 





THEN, TRADITION ANO TRAINING WO! 
5 "THE LAST REMNANTS _OF HIS EBB! 
AIRING. HIS EXal 


N. HE GRITTED HIS TEBTH 

ING_ STRENGTH, KEPT ON. 
MPLE SPURRED THE rs 
SURVIVORS TO RENEWED ENOEAVOURS. fF 
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WHEN THE RELIEVING FORCES ARRIVED THEY FOUND THE BIG GUARDS’ 
SERGEANT UNCONSCIOUS, A PILE OF DEAD GERMANS LYING ALL ROUND HIM .-- 


OCH. LOOK AT THIS WHAT OID You 
WLU Ye oTHEY é* (expect = THEY'RE 
MUST HAVE FOUGHT ACCESS fide N THE GUARDS! 7, 
Ke ! We '9 y 
We vr -« Lil Ss % . 
H RG\ be 
Y ‘S € a Sy 
a g 


3 


OS a 


‘AS A GRAVELY WOUNDED CASUALTY, BIG JIM SCARDEN WAS FLOWN BACK TO 





In 
ENGLAND, WHERE HE MADE A SLOW, PAINFUL RECOVERY. 


ie HOW MUCH. WELL. YOU SHOULD BE 
p. LONGER BEFORE Fc 
Bi Rr = caer 
7] Hee ia 
YOR A FEW 
a 
EPE 


Ze 
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BUT EVEN WHEN HE HAD BEEN WALKING WITHOUT CRUTCHES FOR FIVE WEEKS, 
HIS LEG STILL GAVE HIM SOME TROUBLE - ee 


WELL, HERE | AM,SIR. FIGHTING \_ 
FIT AND READ" BACK 








MY DISCHARGE P 
fans 

















SEVERAL DAYS LATER,SIG JIM, FULL OF CONFIDENCE,| Z 
WENT BEFORE THE BOARD... 


AFTER DUE CONSIDERATION. BUT, SIR. THERE 
SERGEANT, We HAVE DECIDED \ IS WO OTHER, 
i 
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We HAVING YOU TR, 
'O THE PIONEER CORPS. 





THE 


(You MUST 8E JOKING! THE PIONEERS SURVEYED. 
AREN'T SOLO/ERS! THE ce GROWING BITTERNESS . 


AND ODD-JO8 MEN J PM A 
GUAROSMEN; AND | WON'T... 98 











NT TO: 
BE A LACKEY TO A GUARDS! 
THAN SERVE IN THE PIONEE! 
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Chapter 2. Gold Courage 


Tag PONEER BATTALION WERE AT PIRORIGHT WHEN FE EVENTUALLY, 
REOR TOO. TO THE ORSeRtY ROOM. THE R.SM. TOOK HIM IN HAND. 











WHEN HE SET EYES ON HIS PLATOON FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
HIS HEART SANK INTO HIS SOOTS. 


HOW THE HECK AM 

EVER GOING TO 

MAKE SOLDIERS OUT. 
OF THIS LOT > 


NG, 


¢) 
BSS 


/ 
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PICK'EM UP THERE / LEFT-RIGHT, 
CEFT-RIGHT, LEFT-RIGHT +++ 















TO START WITH, SOME OF YOU 
LOT CAN GET YOUR HAIR CUT! 
EVEN IF YOU'RE NOT SOLDIERS 
YOU'RE GOING TO TRY AND. 

LOOK LIKE SOLDIERS / 










cor! THIS. 
UN'S GOIN’ TO 
BE A BIT OF 
® HANOFUL / 



















NEXT MORNING, WHEN HE TOOK // WHAT'S “THE: WOUND IN THE KNEE 

THEM ON A _P.T. RUN, HALE MATTER WITH You, ) 1 GOT AT SALERNO, }x* 

OF THEM FELL OUT IN THE CLARK PANO YOU, /SARGE. 1 CAN'T 

FIRST THREE MINUTES. Davis > MARCH, LET ALONE J, 
UN / 






































coe: 
“sae Se 4 | 
Ls ee, 
Nye 
LW 2 . / 
Ss 2» 
EN 
: y hp 
| ly \ 
FS GEAR SASS 
CAS WEEE Soo NM 
Hoge ety ree AM 





BORDERLINE CASE. “. 
a 
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THE FOUR MEN WHO GAVE HIM THE MOST TROUBLE WERE “TUBBY DAVIS. 
SNOBBY “CLARK, “GINGER” HARRIS AND BILL LOOMIS. THEY WERE ALWAYS 
TALKING ABOUT MNOUS: SERGEANT: AN APPARENTLY LEGENOARY 
CHARACTER CALLED ACKER” BARTON. 

IF WE WERE FIT WE 


WOULDN'T BE IN THE 
PIONEERS, SARGE, 




























MENTION OF THE GUARDS, 
Bie di ScARDEN LET RIP 
WITH FURIOUS INDIGNATION - 


THIS MORNING / 


<< ls 


Aitoto lh Ny NO 


Wig, stig. Mh, 
Ae i Malt {i\v in Ni Nt 





2 
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TRUE TO HIS WORD, BIG JIM 
HAD THE FOUR OBFAULTERS 
FORE THE C.O. 











"THE COLONEL DISMISS! 
CHARGES WITH A Si 


SE Mi 


VERE 





eI 
RE ALL GOOD 


ED ALL THE 














Ny 













VAaa OLD “BLO! 
‘ANO “THUNDER * 











MAN f 
E——1 ORDERLY Room 


















GUARDS ! 


; 
TE ONLY WE 
fab Sts aiSan 
ELS 
(Lads) 





dap 
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AETER THAT, BIG Jia WAS NOT QUITE SO 
REGIMENTAL) BUT HE WAS STILL FY 
REGIE ian ACKER’ 1a EVER SEEN .. 








AT LAST CAME D-DAY AND CLOSE ON THE HEELS OF THE FIRST WAVES OF 
INFANTRY WAS THE 825m, PIONEER BATTALION, THEIR TASIC WAS TO, UNLOAD 
THE AMMUNITION AND SS THAT EACH LAN D. 


COME ON, 
GET CRACERGY 
“<< ING 
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R THE BOMBARDMENT HAO LIFTED, THE INFANTRY 
BUT THERE WAS NO COVER FOR THE’ PIONEERS AS. 
SHELL-SWEPT BEAC! 








RUSH IT UP, 
LOOMIS! THE QuICKER 
YOU ARE, THE LONGER 

YOurcL Lives 





IN THE NEXT HOUR, THE ENEMY CONCENTRATED HEAVY SHELLFIRE ON THE 
LANDING CRAFT AND THE PIONEERS LOST A THIRD OF THEIR MEN ~~ BUT 
‘ONCE DID THEY TAKE COVER. 
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BIG JIM FELT A GRUOGING ADMIRATION FOR THE COURAGE OF HIS Mt 
A COLD COURAGE THAT DIO NOT HAVE THE FIRE OF HOT ACTION TO 


S COME ON, THE NAWIES! 
WE'LL SHOW THE: 
INFANTRY HOW TO 
~ i 
a 





EN. 
FAN IT. 








ae 
Ke) = ‘ 
WELL, THEIR NERVE’S Xf 
‘GOODS I'LL SAY THAT 


FOR THEM. BUT. , Je 
‘SOLDIERS ~~ WOS 








MORE VEHICLES WERE GRINDING ASHORE EVERY MINUTE. BUT THE BEACH 
EXITS WERE CHOKED ANO A HUGE TRAFFIC JAM WAS BUILDING UP. THE 
BEACH-MASTER APPEALED TO THE PIONEERS’ C.O. 


AT'S WHAT hi) 





RE FOR/ 
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SERGEANT SCARDEN WAS ORDERED TO PUT HIS PLATOON ON THE JOB AND 
THEY WENT AT IT LIKE MANIACS WITH PICK AND SHO) 








ISUDDENLY A LANDMINE WENT UP WITH A TERRIFIC EXPLOSION THAT BLASTED] 
OMEN BVO ETERNITY ONLY A PGW YARDS FROM WHERE BIS IM WAS 
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SCARDEN 
NO FEAR, BUT 
AT THE 





DAVIS, BILL LOOMIS AND. 
GINGER HARRIS LICKED THEIR LIPS 
NERVOUSLY AND LOOKED AT THEIR 
SERGEANT «++ 


THIS PLACE IS THIC 
WITH MINES, SARGE. WE, 
OUGHT. TO GET THE Mi 


|e] NO TIME FOR THAT! A 
Pn, LOT OF OUR DETECTORS 
RY / went UPN THAT CANON: 
BA / cram Ant ‘Quie 
as EXPERTS ARE SWEEPING A 
Gee A TRACK FOR THE CANADIANS. 








THE PRIVATES LOOKED AT EACH OTHER--TUBBY DAVIS SUMMONED A GRIN. 
a (FYOU CAN CHANCE , ae 
17, SO. CAN WE, SARGE 2 
UST WAIT TILL | SPIT. 
ON’ Me "ANDS F 
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THEY HAD NEARLY FINISHED THEIR JOS WHEN 
A FRANTIC SHOUT CAME FROM TUBB 


BIG JIM SCARDEN FROZE IN 
HORROR, HIS FOOT ONLY 
INCHES FROM A’ MINE ~ 








W ONUY WHEN TUBBY HAD 
REMOVED THE FUSE 
Blo THEY ALL RELAX.., 





(THANKS, DAVIS / 1 WON'T] 
FORGET THIS / 


THAT'S ALL RIGHT, 
'SARGE. WE NAVVIES: 
“THINK: ANY THING: 











TS SOON AS THE ROAD WAS OPEN, BRITISH ARMOUR AND ANT!TANIC GUNS 
BE SPES RSE TH ROUGA BUT THERE WAS NO REST FOR THE PIONEERS... 


THEY KEPT GOING EVEN TH 
SHELLING THE VERY BEACHHEAD THEY WERE DIGGING. | 





TOWARDS THE END OF ONE OF THE LONGEST DAYS THE PIONEERS HAD. 
EVER LIVED THROUGH, A COMPANY OF INFANTRY CAME STRIDING ASHORE| 
FROM _A LANDING CRAFT. SOMETHING ASOUT THEIR STALWART FIGURES 
ANO PROUD BEARING CAUGHT BIG JIM'S EYE... 





z om 
AHA! MAL SOLDIERS. 
THE GUAROS! THE FIRST 
IF CLOW= UP 
OOPS 
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RECOGNISED MEN OF HIS OWN BATTALION ~~ aVO 
THEM RECOGNISED HiMt 7 








‘BIT DEEP 
NESS GREW. 
‘ 


5 


Am. 
PIONEERS, THE LOWEST _, 
FORM OF MILITARY LIFE / 
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IN THE WEEKS THAT FOLLOWED. THE PIONEERS GOT LITTLE REST. ALL | 
THE WHILE. THE BIG SERGEANT WOULD WATCH ENVIOUSLY AS OTHER 





we 
TROOPS MOVED UP TOWARDS THE BATTLE 








ONG OAY: THEY WERE UNLOADING SHELLS AND STACKING THEM IN SCATTERED 
PRES IN EVRECY WOOD, READY FOR THE NEXT_ADVANCE. IT WAS HOT WORK 
ANI RE 3 TO DROP... 


a 
ID THEY TOILED UNTIL THEY WERE READ’ 


COME ON, YOU NAVIES! THE 
HARDER YOU WORK, SOONE! 
YOU'LL GE FINISHED. 
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AFTER WORKING FROM OAWN TILL LATE_AL THE AFTERNOON, THEY MARCHED, 
Bete eRe Ecce WERE THEY WERE BIVOUACKED. SUT HARDLY HAI 

‘SUNK TO THE LSROUND, EXHAUSTEO, BEFORE THE GERMANS BEGAN TO SHELL THE 




















BUT THE SHELLING SET THE TINDER-ORY | [SERGEANT SCARDEN LET OUT A 
wT .ZE_AND THE FLAMES,| | BELLOW OF INDIGNATION ..- 


ROARING FOREST FIRE. THE GUARDS HAVE JUST COME, 
THE PIONEERS WERE CALLED OUT- CK FROM THE BIS ATTACK! 
+ a THEY'VE BEEN </GATIVG J, 
FALL IN THE PIONEERS { 

WE'VE GOT TO PUT OUT 

THAT FIRE! 








Trouble Squad 
TORRES RUSHED IHG, PIONEERS TO TH S 
OS AND 5! STL RALENG| { 7. 
HEAVICY AS Tey THE FLAMES “Yt 











SUDDENLY, THERE WAS THE OMINOUS WHISTLE OF A SHELL, FOLLOWED BY 
TREMENDOUS CRASH. A FEW SECONDS OF SILENCE —~ AND THEN CAME THE WAIN 
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THE BIG SERGEANT LIFTED TUBBY AS 
IH HE WERE NO MORE THAN A. 
BABY ANO CARRIED HIM OUT OF THE 
BLAZING INFERNO +-- 
TA 
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ZBOUT THIRTY YARDS PROM THE SHELLS HE FOUND A SUNKEN TRACK AND 
THERE He CUT TUBBY DOWN. THEY HAD SCARCELY LAID FLAT WHEN THERE Was 


‘ese 





BEFORS THE STRETCHER BEARERS 
EVENTUALLY CARRIED TUBBY AWAY. BIG] 
JIM HAD A LAST WORD WITH HIM 


Bay ( cHanxs, 
Y SANT! ) 
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By NIGHTFALL, THE FIRE WAS OUT_GUT THERE WAS STILL NO REST FOR THE 
PIONEERS. THEY NOW HAD TO CLEAR AWAY ‘BETWEEN THE 


SY “THE BRUSH FROM 
ISHELL PILES SO THAT FRESH FIRES WOULO NOT START. 


WHY THE HECK DID NO SENSE, THE TOP BRASS! 
OSE THESE THEY SHOULD AVE PUT TRE 
STUFF IN OPEN FIELDS: 





C0. WOUL' Fe 
BE INA GOOD MOOD, SERGEANT | \_CAN'T SAY I'M NOT FIT / 
SCAROEN WENT TO SEE HIM. 


TO SEE YOU 
BUT PLL SENG IN 
~_ RECOMMENDATION. 
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Chapter 3. The Tunnel 


BY THE END OF JUNE, THE GERMANS HAD RECOVERED 
FROM_THE FIRST. SHOCK OF THE INVASION, AND. 
NOW FIGHTING SAVAGELY FOR EVERY VILLAGE AND. 











Trouble Squad 
THEN ONE OF THE SRIGADIERS HAD A BRILLIANT INSPIRATION 


2A RAILWAY USED TO RUN RIGHT 
TROUGH MONT CouRS 








[ie WE CAN CLEAR THAT TUNNEL, ‘THE C.0. OF 625 BATTALION, 
WE CAN PASS A PICKED FORCE PIONEER CORPS, WAS TOLO TO 
THROUGH TO TAKE THE ENEMY FIND FIFTY PICKED MEN. 

THE REAR ~~, MONT, 
COURCY With BE OURS! 
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FIRST THING | WAS TOLD ZA 
WHEN | JONED UP Wass ZA 
NEVER VOLUNTEER FOR 
ANYTHING S 











IMPULSIVELY; HE HIMSELF STEPPED 
SMARTLY FORWARD «+ 


WHOLE 1M SPEAKING FOR EIGHT PLATOON, 
STEPPED FORWARD AS ONE MAN. SIR. WE WILL VOLUNTEER. WE'RE 


WE ALSO HAVE MEN WHO ARE 
EXPERT_EARTH-SHIFTERS AND 
TUNNELLERS. 


woe a 
a Pe 
Blip i Wher 
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STARING 
BONKERS / 


THE COLONEL BEAMED HIS PLEASURE, 
AND GAVE No.8 PLATOON THE JOB. 
BUT IF BIG JIM WAS PLEASED, NO,ONE 
ELSE IN THE PLATOON WAS. 


WHAT’S THE WHAT MAKES 
IDEA OF STICKING ) YOU THINK ‘YOU'RE 
SPEAKING FOR THE 


iO 
8 ON A FIZZER~~AND 
DON'T MEAN MAYBE / 
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PLATOON MOVED UP TO THE TUNNEL END THAT NIGHT 8Y LORRY, WITH 
NOBBY CLARK FOLLOWING WITH HIS BULLDOZER ON A TANK-TRANSPORTER 
THE DARKNESS WAS CONTINUALLY PIERCEO WITH SHELL BURSTS AND CUT 
LINES OF TRACER. A MAJOR GAVE THEM DIRECTIONS 


“YOU WON'T HAVE TO CLEAR 
| WHOLE TUNNEL. IT (S ONLY 
BLOCKED IN A FEW PLACES., 


PP rar Tana perenos ON US | 


CLEARING THIS TUNNEL CUCKLY. 
Fy ie NEANTRY ARE READY TO COME 
a THROUGH, AND THE DIVISIONS ON THE 
Se hon THE 
SEES BIS PUSH. THE WHOLE ARMY 
5 SF" fs wartine FoR Us? 


YTHATILL BE A CHANGE! 
Sa A THe ARMY HAS KEPT ME 
GQ. WAITING. OFTEN ENOUGH 
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WHEN NOBBY CLARK BEGAN TO | [WORKING NIGHT AND DAY IN TWO SHIFTS, 
GRUMBLE ,THE BIG SERGEANT | | THE PLATOON HAD ALMOST FINISHED 
ROUNDED 'ON HIM FIERCELY... | | THE JOB IN FORTY-EIGHT HOURS. 
(OveRWwoRKEDP YOU> THE OTHER) PPP THE BULLDOZER MAKES TOO MUCH 
Wf or A RACKET, IT MIGHT ALERT JERRY. 
THESE LAST FEW YARDS MUST BE 


q 
b DONE BY HAND --AND BE AS 
‘QUIET AS YOU CAN / 


BEFORE DAWN, THE BRITISH GUNS 
OPENED UP AND SQUADRONS. OF 
BOMBERS DRONED OVER TO PLASTER 
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IT WAS A BLOW FROM 
Es 


NOW WE’VE GOT 


‘AS IT HAPPENED, SOME 
N TROOPS WERE 
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BUT SY A STROKE OF ILL-FORTUNE, TWO GERMAN BATTALIONS WERE IN 
RESERVE POSITIONS OVERLOOKING THE TUNNEL ENTRANCE. AS THE GUARDS 
IFANNED OUT INTO THE OPEN THEY CAME UNDER HEAVY FIRE... 


Da “Ege 















LESSER TROOPS MIGHT HAVE PANICKED, BUT THE GUARDS, OBEYING ORDERS 
COOLLY GIVEN, CHARGED UP THE SLOPE OF THE VALLEY AND FORCED A 





WAY TO HIGHER GROUND . 





nal 
fh Y 
« 
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AS THE VALLEY ECHOED TO THE CRASH OF BOMBS AND THE RATTLE OF 
SCHMEISSER AND RIFLE FIRE, SERGEANT SCARDEN AND SOME OF HIS MEN 
WATCHED FROM THE TUNNEL MOUTH 





LOOK AT 'EM Gi 

YOU FELLERS COULO 

LEARN A LOT FROM AN 
OUTFIT LIKE THAT! 





[SOON THE LAST TWO PLATOONS OF 
GUARDSMEN CAME FILING THROUGH AT 
THE DOUBLE, TO BE SWALLOWED UP 
AT ONCE IN THE MAELSTROM OF 

THE BATTLE - 
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BUT THEN HE NOTICED A PARTY OF GERMANS: 
WITH SPANDAUS DASHING OVER THE SKYLIN' 


LOOK AT THOSE JERRY GUNNERS / 
THEY'LL BE SHOOTING STRAIGHT, 
AT THE BACKS OF THE GUARDS! 
COME ON, GET YOUR RIFLES! 
We JUST CAN'T STAND. 

HERE AND WATCH / 


THE BIG SERGEANT EXPECTED 
IGRUMBLES FROM THE WEARY MEN, 


N 
BUT INSTEAD THEY WERE GRINNING / 


THE 
WONDERED WHEN THE SERGEANT AN IDEA. 
WERE GONG TO, 

THAT, SARGE |/ CLARK, GET ON THAT PERISHING 


SIGHT OF 


MACHINE OF ‘YOURS, AND START IT 
UP. THIS IS A CHANCE TO CARVE 


TA, 
es 


BEEN STUCK IN, 
ALONG BEFORE THIS! 
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UNDER THE BIG SERGEANT'S: 
DIRECTIONS, NOBSY DROVE OUT] 
OF THE TUNNEL AND STRAIGHT 
‘TOWARDS THE GERMAN 
MACHINE - GUNNERS . 








TUCK YOURSELVES IN 
BEHIND THE BULLDOZER-- 
AND JERRY WON'T BE ABLE 
TO GET A BEAD ON YOU 
UNTIL IT'S TOO LATE / 





THEY'VE 
BEHIND 


Cac) 








Ags 


O 


P= THOSE SPANDAUS 
al AREN?T SILENCED SOON, 
WE'VE HAD IT f 
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WADDLING TOWARDS THEM. 
LEUTNANT IN “COMMAND . 








NOBBY HAD RAISED THE GREAT STEEL SHOVEL SO THAT IT TURNED AN 
IMPENETRABLE SHIELO AGAINST THE WHISTLING HAIL OF BULLETS + 





GET READY, LADS 
{A BIT CLOSER =~ANO 
WE'LL RUSH THEM J 


ARDS 
By Way 
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BULLETS CRACKED AND CLANGED OFF THE BULLDOZER. THEN AN UNLUCKY 
RICOCHET HIT NOBGY ANO HE SLUMPED SIDEWAYS ... am 

















ALTHOUGH HE WAS GRAVELY WOUNDED, NOBBY CLARK GRITTED HIS TEETH 
OROVE ON, JUST BEFORE HE REACHED THE SPANDAU, HE LOWERED THE 
GREAT SHOVEL’ AND OPENED THE THROTTLE . 





Trouble Squad 





THEN HE HEADED STRAIGHT FOR THE OTHER GUNS, 
PUSHING A PILE OF &: 


SARTH IN FRONT OF HIM. 
SEEING THE FATE OF THEIR COMRADES, THE 
GERMANS TOOK TO THEIR HEELS 








"AN EXULTANT YELL BURST FROM BIG JIM SCAROEN 
AS HE RUSHED FORWARD IN HOT PURSUIT..- 





COME ON; LADS ~~ 
GET STUCK INTO 
vem? 








Syl tice 


(Ra 
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THE PIONEERS NEEDED NO ENCOURAGEMENT AND THREW THEMSELVES AT 
THE ENEMY LIKE MEN POSSESSED. 
WP THE PICK AND 
BO¥s/, 4 P 





SHOVEL 








TA CAPTAIN OF THE GUARDS, HALF BLINDED SY SMOKE AND OUST. PEERED i) 
BACK. ACROSS THE VALLEY AS THE MURDEROUS FIRE MIRACULOUSLY CEASED - |v 


SS=/ WHO ARE THOSE\ NO, SIR-~THAT'S. 
MEN P SOME _OF )NOT A TANK--/7°S A 
THE ARMOURED /BULLOOZER / 
THOSE BLOKES ARE 
HE PIONEERS 
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THE PIONEERS ACTION ENOED ALL Too |//WE'L GET UP TO The TOP OF \ Bgl 
SOON AND THEY THIRSTED FOR MORE. |{ THE SLOPE AND COVER THE at ae 











TT WAS A SHREWD MOVE, FOR HARDLY HAD THE PIONEERS: 

TAKEN UP POSITION FACING WEST WHEN A GERMAN BATTLE 
UP CAME FILTERING THROUGH THE WOODS WHICH WERE 

BEING HEAVILY BOMBED BY LANCASTERS. 


WE MUST HOLD THIS SIDE OF 
THE OLD RAILWAY CUTTING AND) 
SX OUTFLANK THE ENGLANDERS - 








Trouble Squad 53 


AS THE GERMANS NEARED THE VALLEY 
RIM THEY RAN_INTO DEADLY AND 
UNEXPECTED FIRE... 














BUT THE GERMAN BATTLE GROUP WAS SOON BEING 
REINFORCED AND THE THREAT FROM THAT DIRECTION 
GREW RAPIOLY. 


VSMITHY, TAKE A MESSAGE TO. 
THE GUAROS ACROSS THE VALLEY. 
E JERRIES ARE 
‘A FULL-SCALE ATTACK 
S SIDE AND WE NEED HELP. 








54 Trouble Squad 


[WARD PRESSED THOUGH THEY WERE, THE GUAROS AT ONCE SENT ONE, PLATOON. 
JACROSS THE VALLEY TO REINFORCE THE PIONEERS ON RECEIVING BILUS MESSAGE, 

















SO TT WAS THAT GUARDS AND PIONEERS FOUGHT SIDE GY SIDE IN 
ONE OF THE FIERCEST LITTLE ENGAGEMENTS OF THE CAMPAIGN . feo 
= = SP - ee 

o/ FORWARD ! THERE 


ZZ 
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THE GERMANS COULD HAVE LINED THE RAVINE IN FORCE THEY COULD HAVE 
TTURNED THE TIDE ~-BUT THE COMB! ITISH_FORCES HELD, BL: HE 
GERMANS BACK IN FEROCIOUS HAND: 








GIVE UP, 
UP AGAINST. 


‘THE GEST REGIMENTS )¥ 
IN THE ARMY / ma 








GY NOW, THE THUNDER OF THE GENERAL BATTLE WAS RISING TO A TREMENDOUS: 
CLIMAX AS THE BRITISH DIVISIONS ON EACH SIOE OF MONT COURCY SURGED 





FORWARD. 
I BUT THERE ARE WO RESERVES, 
THe FRONT Is crackine!) 2: (aVAILASLE, HERR GENERAL! THEY 
TELL STOFFEL TO SEND IN) - 24 ~\“AREALL ENGAGED WITH THE 
HIS RESERVES/ & ENEMY FORCE THAT CAME 
THROUGH THE TUNNEL / 
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Trouble Squad 











DRAMATICALLY AND SUDOENLY, THE GERMAN FRONT. 
BOTH AT MONT COURCY’ Ks. 


NT BROK! 
NT ‘AND ON THE FLANKS THE GERMANS 
FACING THE GUARDS MELTED ANAT: AND THE DEFENDERS 
IE MONT COURCY STRONGPOINT Cal 

SraEAMING DORN THE HILG, HANDS HELO HIGH. 








THEN THE MAJOR COMMANDING THE 
GUARDS BATTALION DETACHMENT 
SPOKE TO BIG JIM - 


THANK YOU, SERGEANT! 

IT'S BEEN A PRIVILEGE TO 

FIGHT ALONGSIOE YOu 
AND YOUR MEN 

A GOOD "UN! IT WAS: 

His su.toozee THAT 

[TURNED THE TIDE / 











Trouble Squad 


No.8 PLATOON SLEPT INTHE TUNNEL THAT 
BACi TTALION.. 






NIGHT AND 
AS THEY | 








INSTINCTIVELY, THE OIR TY, TATTERED NAVIES STRAIGHTENED e 
THEIR BACKS 'AND SWUNG ALONG PROUDLY «+ [2 











Trouble Squad 


WHEN No.8 PLATOON EVENTUALLY REJOINED THE PIONEER BATTALION, THE 
COLONEL SENT FOR SERGEANT “BIG JIM” SCARDEN TO CONGRATULATE HIM. 





THERE'S SOMETHING ELSE THANKS, SIR~~BUT I'VE CHANGED 
MAY PLEASE YOU, SERGEANT. My MIND. | DON'T WANT TO GO BACK 
PAPERS HAVE COME THROUGH, AND\ ( TO THE GUARDS NOW. | WANT TO STAY 
‘A NEW BEST CORPS IN 


TO THE GUARDS, 
APTES 


R ALL. 





Seiease rota, hired ost cr 
‘Seaitned too oe par of aay publication: 





ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS...ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 241—SURRENDER—OR DIE! —No. 242—THE SECRET ENEMY 





He blundered into hair-raising action A murderer stalked the decks of the 
and won for himself a place ina combat aircraft carrier, striking viciously and 
team without equal. without warning. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 


No. 240—LAST CHARGE 
Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
Ist June, are :-— 
No. 244—THE SIEGE No. 246—TRAIL BLAZERS 
No. 245—BLIND JUDGMENT No. 247—THE DARK JUNGLE 





GIANT STAMP COLLECTIO 


STAMPS 


FROM ALL OVER 





















Fabulous bargain offer includes many superb sets of unusual 
stamps : TOGO Stamp Centenary set of 3 (Show rare old 
German Colonial stamps!) MONGOLIA Stupendous 
Rocket set of 2. RUSSIA scarce 1944 Allied Flags (Value 
3/-). ALBANIA old imperforate set of 2, GT, BRITAIN 
1936 Edward Vill set of 3; 1937 Coronation. CHILE mint 
airmail set of 3. UPPER VOLTA—diamond shape. 
CAMEROONS Telstar. - Dozens of other fascinating stamps 
from all over the world. Grand total of 120 all different (worth 
8/6 plus) all yours for only | /- to introduce our bargain approvals. 
(Approvals are the most interesting and economical way to 
build a collection. Selections of stamps are sent to you for 10 
days free inspection. Buy what you want, return the rest.) 

SEND COUPON WITH i/- TODAY. OR WRITE ASKING FOR LOT P. 33 


BROADWAY 
_ APPROVALS 









‘selection of Bargain Approva 


NAM ea 
ADDRESS 












= Lot No. P33 
mpemepee oso eee 


